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Cornerstone of Science (COS) display kiosks and COS designated books, sporting the 
blue nominee or gold finalist spine labels, are now on display at the George & Laura 
Brown Library in North Carolina, Lewiston Public Library in Maine, Little Elm Public 
Library in Texas, Tempe Public Library in Arizona, and Wareham Free Library in Massa-
chusetts. These libraries have joined with Curtis Memorial Library to form a national 
collaboration for science literacy. This year, new science programs are being planned at 
all the libraries, and the most successful of the science curriculum developed at Curtis 
Memorial Library is being distributed to the partners. 

Each library partner will maintain a core of Cornerstone books, create and share science 
literacy programs throughout the partnership, help evaluate, improve, and replicate these 
programs, and solicit book nominations and reviews from scientists, educators, children 
and adults in their communities. These libraries will also develop or expand their connec-
tion to local museums, nature centers, colleges and universities, and science professionals 
so that they may form community partnerships for bringing science to their citizens. 

Traveling trunks containing science program curriculum, reusable activity supplies and 
resource materials are being developed at Curtis Memorial Library for circulation among 
the partners. Tempe Public Library is the first to use the Tracking Trunk as a follow-up to 
their Cornerstones of Science Grand Opening Event, held on July 27th, with author and 
naturalist, Jim Arnosky. 

Lewiston Public Library (LPL) opened COS programming in February with Elizabeth 
Farnsworth, noted botanist and co-author of the new edition of the Peterson Field Guide 
to Ferns. On October 13th and 14th LPL will be screening films from the International 
Wildlife Film Festival in Callahan Hall, LPL's new Marsden Hartley Cultural Center. 
This two-day Cornerstones of Science event will feature 14 films in three separate presen-
tations for adults, children and families. 

Wareham Free Library, in conjunction with Cape Cod’s Museum of Natural History, has 
developed programming about salt marshes and biodiversity. Through the Museum of 
Science in Boston they hosted a program about chemistry called “Fog, Flowers and Fire-
works.” 

Little Elm Public Library and the George & Laura Brown Library are both planning to 
add science programming for their patrons this fall. Little Elm is concentrating on science 
content for toddlers through special programs and science related-story times. 

All of the partners will participate in Read, Write & Win, the Cornerstones contest that 
challenges youth in grades 3 through 12 to read a COS nominee book and then write a 
review. The deadline for entries is March 31, 2007. For contest details log onto the COS 
website, www.cornerstonesofscience.org. 
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Wings of Madness: Alberto Santos-Dumont 
and the Invention of Flight 
by Paul Hoffman 
 

Paul Hoffman artfully documents the life and aeronautic 
contributions of Brazilian-born pilot and aeronautic engi-
neer Alberto Santos-Dumont. Spanning the turn of the 
century and opening in Paris 1903, Wings of Madness 
retraces Alberto’s history to describe his formative years 
on the family’s coffee plantation, the development of his 
fascination with hot air balloons and flight, and how his 
growing passion spurred his move to Paris. 
 

Alberto’s success building and piloting flying machines 
and his charismatic flare gained him notoriety and entry 
into the highest social circles in Paris, where he enjoyed 
spectacular parties. World War I was soon to change the 
festive mood, however, and precipitated Alberto’s de-
cline into madness. 
 
El Niño 
by J. Madeline Nash 
 

J. Madeline Nash calls upon her vast experience as a sci-
ence writer to comprehensively explain the origin and 
effects of El Niño in an appealing narrative style. El Niño 
is a globe trotting, compelling adventure that reveals the 
epidemics, droughts, fires and epic storms precipitated 
by this powerful “child” of the ocean. Nash also intro-
duces the reader to the science and scientists from around 
the world who are working to understand and predict El 
Niño's world-wide effects. 

 
����������
Buzz: The Intimate 
Bond Between Humans 
and Insects 
by Josie Glausiusz 
 

Feast your eyes on page 
after page of amazing 
electron microscope 
photographs by award-
winning photographer 
Volker Steger coupled 
with fascinating insect 
facts and histories by author Josie Glausiusz. Josie intro-
duces the reader to the world of bugs by first tracing the 
origin of the word from its Middle English or Welsh roots 

denoting scarecrow, hobgoblin or ghost. Quickly address-
ing how common it is for humans to fear bugs, she pro-
ceeds to enlighten the reader how different and less en-
joyable the world would be without them. Curiosity thus 
peaked, the reader turns past the introduction to find 
“Strangers in the Bed,” chapter one. The accompanying 
photographs will alternately send shivers of fear then 
goose bumps of wonder and amazement. All the photos 
are spectacular. Some of the subjects are truly beautiful, 
others are …well, gross is the word that comes to mind. 
The flea circus, introduced in the last chapter, is sure to 
enchant even the most staunch bug hater. One cannot help 
come away from this book in awe of the daily lives of 
insects. 
 

The text is suitable for precocious youth, teens and adults. 
One criticism; the font should be larger throughout the 
book for a more comfortable read. The photographs will 
fascinate all ages. 

 
�����	�
�����������	�
I’m a Pill Bug 
by Yukihisa Tokuda 
 

This picture book intro-
duces youngsters to pill 
bugs through a journey 
with one pill bug who 
describes their life habits, 
life cycle and habitat. 
Children will learn what 
pill bugs eat, the shape of 
their scat, how pill bugs 
protect themselves from predators, how they are born and 
grow, and survive the winter. The final pages describe 
how to find and observe pill bugs. 
 
Squirt!: The Most Interesting Book 
You'll Ever Read About Blood 
by Trudee Romanek 
 

Squirt! describes the production and circulation of blood 
– including basic heart, lung and circulatory functions. 
“Bloodthirsty” creatures are featured on two pages. Col-
orful illustrations and pages throughout add interest to the 
text. Includes seven “You Try It” activities and an index. 

�

�����
����������������� 
���!  
 

View a complete list of Cornerstones of Science designated books at 
"""#�������������$�������#���  
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Join distinguished professors, scientists, 
and educators in facilitated discussions of 
Jonathan Weiner’s Pulitzer Prize winning, 
The Beak of the Finch, over lunch on nine 
consecutive Wednesdays. 

Attend one or all of the sessions. Copies of 
The Beak of the Finch are available at the 
Curtis Library and through interlibrary 
loan. 

The group meets from 12:15 to 1:15 PM in 
the Morrell Meeting Room. 
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&� �#�().��	
 �����+���(�
· Barry Logan, Ph.D. 

Professor of Plant Physiological Ecology, 
Bowdoin College 

&� �#�(0.��	
 �����1-�2���,�
· Michael Palopoli, Ph.D. 

Professor of Evolution, 
Bowdoin College 

%��#�2.��	
 �����!���0�
· Don Hudson, Ph.D. 

President, The Chewonki Foundation 

%��#�++.��	
 �����3-�4���+)�
· Nat Wheelwright, Ph.D. 

Professor of Behavioral Ecology & Ornithology 
Bowdoin College 

%��#�+3.��	
 �����++���+(�
· Lesley Brown 

Laboratory Instructor in Evolution & Marine Biology, 
Bowdoin College 

%��#�(,.��	
 �����+1���+2  

· Jon Allen, Ph.D. 
Visiting Professor of Marine Biology & Ecology, 
Bowdoin College 

��*#�+.��	
 �����+,-�+!���+0�
· John Lichter, Ph.D. 

Professor of Community & Ecosystem Ecology, 
Bowdoin College 

��*#�3.��	
 �����+3���+4�
· Willard Morgan  

Director of the Maine Coast Semester, 
The Chewonki Foundation 

��*�+,.��	
 ����()���5 �
�����
· Olaf Ellers, Ph.D. 

Research Associate in Biomechanics, 
Bowdoin College 
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Evolution: The Remarkable History of a Scientific Theory 
by Edward J. Larson 

 

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Edward J. 
Larson provides an overview of evolution 
theory by placing it within its cultural con-
text. While weaving in the social and phi-
losophical settings of the day, he traces the 
theory’s development and history from the 
early 1800’s and the foundation work of 
Georges Cuvier, to the notebooks of 
Charles Darwin, and contributions of scien-
tists to present day. Wallace, Watson and 
Crick, and E.O. Wilson are spotlighted 
along with many great thinkers and scien-
tists. 
 

Larson’s literary style requires some con-
centration but will appeal to readers of his-
tory and the history of science. This is a 
timely book given current discussion about 
intelligent design, creationism, and the the-
ory of evolution. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Darwin’s Islands: 
A Natural History of the Galápagos 
by Ian Thornton 
Though thirty-five years old, this book remains a classic natural 
history of the Galápagos Islands. Thornton, Professor of Zool-
ogy and Dean of the School of Biological Sciences at La Trobe 
University in Melbourne, Australia, explored the islands exten-
sively, observing the rich menagerie of plants and animals. This 
book combines his studies with the observations of renowned 
naturalists from Darwin to Carlquist. Includes research maps 
and black & white photos. 
 
Galápagos: Discovery on Darwin’s Islands 
by David W. Steadman & Steven Zousmer 
This personal account of David Steadman’s research and ex-
perience in the Galápagos includes color plates of all the is-
lands’ native vertebrates. Each illustration is accompanied by 
information about the evolution of the species. Appendices pro-
vide the English and Spanish names of the islands and a list of 
the resident species with both their scientific and common 
names. A select bibliography is included. Face plates are illus-
trated with a pen & ink map of the Galápagos Islands.  

������%&��
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· Climbing Mount Improbable 

by Richard Dawkins 
 

· The Third Chimpanzee 
by Jared Diamond 

 

· Dinosaur in a Haystack 
by Stephen Jay Gould 
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Registration is required for Teen and Children’s programs. You may register two weeks in advance by calling 725-5242 ext. 225. 

&� ������-�())!�
46()� The Beak of the Finch, Ch 1 & 2�
46(0� The Beak of the Finch, Ch. 3, 4 & 5�
�
%������-�())!�
+)6)2� The Beak of the Finch, Ch. 6 & 7�
+)6),� Coral Reefs program with Patti Irish, 7:00-8:00 pm 

& Blake Hendrickson’s coral reef sculptures�
+)6)!� Kinder Science: Autumn Colors 
+)6+)� Kinder Science: Autumn Colors�
+)6++� The Beak of the Finch, Ch. 8, 9 & 10 
+)6+(� Women & Science: Technologic Skills for Research, 

Maine’s Bats with Jocelyn Hubbell�
+)6+3� The Beak of the Finch, Ch. 11 & 12�
+)6+4� Science Sleuths: How Leaves Change 

by Silvia A. Johnson 
+)6(+� Saturday Science: Photosynthesis Fun�
+)6(,� The Beak of the Finch, Ch. 13 & 14�
�
��*�����-�())!�
++6)+� The Beak of the Finch, Ch. 15, 16 & 17�
++6)1� Kinder Science: Animal Eyes�
++6)0� Kinder Science: Animal Eyes�
++6)3� The Beak of the Finch, Ch. 18 & 19�
++6)4� Women & Science: Marine Studies & Videography 

with Patti Irish 
++6+,� The Beak of the Finch, Ch. 20 & Epilogue�
++6+!� Science Sleuths: Out of Sight by Seymour Simon�
++6+3�Saturday Science: Hidden Worlds�
�
/�������-�())!�
+(6)+� Kinder Science: Trees of Winter�
+(6),� Kinder Science: Trees of Winter�
+(6+2� Women & Science: Writing Children’s Science Books 

with author Mary Cerullo 
�
7
��
��-�())0�
+6),� Kinder Science: Fun with Ice�
+6)4� Kinder Science: Fun with Ice�
+6++�Women & Science: To Be Announced�
+6+3�Science Sleuths: Life Under Ice by Mary Cerullo�
+6()� Saturday Science: Ice Investigations�
+6(,� An Evening with author Mary Cerullo�
�
�����
��-�())0�
(6)(� Kinder Science: Heart Beats—Listen & Learn�
(6)!� Kinder Science: Heart Beats—Listen & Learn�
(6)3� Women & Science: Marine Biology, Research & Careers 

with Dr. Amy Johnson, Bowdoin College�
(6+,� Science Sleuths: The Heart: Our Circulation System 

by Seymour Simon�
(6+0� Saturday Science: Your Beating Heart�
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����8�������
��� pre-registration required, call 
725-5242 ext. 225 beginning two weeks ahead of program�
�

9������&�������
A story-hour and activity-based parent & child program for 5 & 
6 year-olds and caregiver. First Tuesday and Friday, October 
through May: Tuesdays 4 to 5 pm, Fridays 9:30 to 10:30 am 
 

&�������&
���	��
Parent & child book discussion for 7 to 12 year-olds and care-
giver. Third Thursday, October through May, 6:30 to 7:30 pm 
Books are available at Curtis Memorial Library and through 
interlibrary loan. 
 

&
����
��&�������
Hands-on, book-based science program for  7 to 12 year-olds. 
Companion program to Science Sleuths. Third Saturday, Octo-
ber through May, 2 to 3:30 pm. 

 
����������
��� pre-registration required, call 725-5242 
ext. 225 beginning two weeks ahead of program 
�

��������&�������
Discussion group for teen girls featuring women science writers 
and Maine women scientists. The focus is to help young women 
learn about science careers. Second Thursday, October though 
May, 6:30 to 7:30 pm. 

 
���
������

������ all ages welcome unless specified�
�

���"���
������	�/����������&������ �
����������	�
�����
��� for adults & teens 
See page 3 for details 
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Stories and video from around the world 

Thursday, October 5, 7:00-8:00 pm, Morrell Meeting Room 
Patti will share her adventures of swimming with hundreds of 
poisonous sea snakes, observing the dangerous titan triggerfish, 
the gentle octopus, the observant cuttlefish, the iridescent squid 
and other amazing creatures of the coral reefs. Blake Hendrick-
son’s wood relief sculptures of coral reefs will also be unveiled. 
 
���5*������"��	��
�������

��
����

������	�������
������
���
Thurs, January 25, 7:00-8:00 pm, Morrell Meeting Room 
Share an evening with Mary Cerullo as she describes her adven-
tures as a children’s marine science writer and her passion for 
the Gulf of Maine.�
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As of this writing, the “monarch maternity ward” at Curtis Memorial Library is 
home to thirteen chrysalises and one caterpillar. Housed at the Youth Services 
desk, they receive plenty of observation from all our patrons, young and old, 
with equal fascination. The first two “births” - more correctly emergences - 
were Eve, then Adam. All this year’s monarchs will be named from creation 
myths and first man, first woman stories from around the world. 
 

The butterflies are being raised, wing-tagged, and released as part of the Uni-
versity of Kansas Monarch Watch tagging program to collect data about mon-
arch migration. The wing tags are the size of a paper-punched hole and have 
sticky backs. Each has a unique tag number and the phone number for Mon-
arch Watch. Tags are placed on the underside of the discal cell of the hind-
wing. They are so light that they do not inhibit the flight of the butterflies. 
 

Release of the butterflies takes place in the library’s Children’s Garden, which 
was planted with flowers that butterflies favor and milkweed for the larvae 
(caterpillars) to feed on. Milkweed is the only food source the larvae can eat 
and is the only plant on which monarchs lay their eggs. 
 

We hope to continue this program every year and export it to our national part-
ners as well. The butterflies have added a celebratory air to the daily goings-on 
at the library and the response from patrons has been wonderful. Many are now 
planning to either save or plant milkweed for the monarch eggs and larvae, and 
provide nectar plants for the butterflies. 
 

Visit """#�������������$�������#��� �
for monarch information, to learn how you can get involved, 

and for a link to monarchwatch.org. 
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Children’s Night Sky Atlas 
by Robin Scagell 
 

Though a children's title, 
this book will appeal to 
teens and adults as well 
for its vibrant and in-
structive presentation. 
Included is information 
about Earth's place in 
the universe, how to 
look at the night sky, 
maps of the North and South Polar skies, the equatorial 
skies, a guide to northern and southern hemisphere stars, 
and full spreads devoted to the major constellations. Clear 
overlays are used to connect each constellation's compo-
nent stars on a paired photo page. This allows the viewer 
to compare the photo of the night sky to the photo with 
overlay. 

 
What Stinks? 
by Marilyn Singer 
 

This is a one-stop resource for finding out what stinks. 
Plants, insects, and animals of all kinds are included—

even humans, in this olfactory extravaganza. The bright 
pages are filled with colorful photos, stinky quizzes, 
smelly facts, and the science of scent. Includes a bibliog-
raphy, internet sources, a glossary, and an index. 

 
Young Thomas Edison 
by Michael Dooling 
 

In this case, you can tell a book by its cover. Dooling’s 
exquisite illustrations bring his tale of Thomas Edison’s 
formative years alive. This delightful story begins at Edi-
son’s birthplace and leads the reader through his experi-
ences at school, his first job, his first business at twelve 
years old, and his accomplishments as a young man. 
Dooling describes not only what Edison achieved, but 
brings his character alive as well. Youngsters will relate 
to Edison’s inquisitiveness, his boundless energy, and his 
sometimes trouble-making, explosive experiments. It may 
inspire them to do a little inventing of their own and re-
flect on all that Edison developed that we take for granted 
today. Provided in the back of the book are illustrations 
and descriptions of many of Edison’s inventions, a se-
lected bibliography, and suggested websites. Recom-
mended for youth in grades 3-5. 
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